
Ash Wednesday, March 1, 2017 

By: Robert Morris 

Read Scripture: Psalm 51 

Lent is the time of year that we prepare our hearts for Easter. We 
remember that Jesus was born to die on the cross for my sins and 
yours. Simply put, our sin has a cost – and that cost was paid via 
the pain and agony of the cross. So this is the time of year when 
we pause and remember what the Messiah did for you and me. 

Christians all over the world begin their Lenten Journey with 
Ash Wednesday. The imposition of ashes reminds us that we are 
mere mortals and stand in need of a Savior. 

We begin our Lenten journey with a Psalm of David. This Psalm 
is a confession of David after he had committed adultery and 
murder. He came to God with honesty and humility and received 
God’s mercy and grace. 

Take time now to confess to God and ask for restoration. Then 
welcome the sure knowledge of God’s amazing grace. 

Let us pray: Dear Heavenly Father, like King David we too must 
confess our sinful nature. We are broken human beings who 
often don’t live out what we believe. Forgive us Lord and may 
your grace envelope us, that we might live as forgiven and 
restored disciples of Jesus Christ. It is in His strong name we 
pray. Amen. 

  

  



Thursday, March 2, 2017 

By: Sonny Stroud 

Read: Matthew 21:1 - 11 

One of the great expectations of all of Jewish people in the world 
is to one day celebrate the Passover in Jerusalem. In Jesus’ day 
every able-bodied Jewish male was expected to make the 
pilgrimage to Jerusalem for the Feast of the Passover. The city 
which usually had around 25,000 people would swell to four to 
five times its size. With the excitement of the Feast, the arrival of 
the much heralded and discussed Jesus would only add to the 
excitement. “Hosannas” would soon ring out! 

The gospels are full of the speculation that people had about 
whether or not Jesus might be the long awaited Messiah. Some 
wondering, if he indeed was Messiah what this could do for 
them. 

It is often the same with us. At times we have expectations of 
what we think that Jesus should be doing for us. We might tell 
him in prayer exactly what he needs to be doing. Our hosannas 
often have just as much expectation built into them as the people 
of that day. However we often find that, like those people who 
welcomed Jesus in Jerusalem, our expectations are at odds with 
God’s. As disappointing as that may sound, the reality of God’s 
fulfillment is always far beyond what we have either hoped or 
imagined. 

Let us pray: Dear Lord, Let me continue to shout my hosannas to 
you, the Son of David! Let me also be willing to let you answer 
those cries with your own set of expectations you have for me. In 
Jesus name, Amen. 

  



Friday, March 3, 2017 

By: Dana Stroud 

Read: Matthew 21: 12 - 17 

At His last Passover, Jesus cleaned out the outer court of the 
Temple. The outer court was the area dedicated for the nations of 
the world to come and pray to Jehovah. The religious leaders had 
allowed it to become a market for exchanging coins to pay the 
Temple tax and for the purchase of sacrificial animals. It was a 
blatant disregard for the call of God to the Jewish people, to 
present the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob to the world. It 
was an attitude that said, "We know God, and we could care less 
about the rest of you that don't know Him." That was a complete 
misrepresentation of God who loves the world. 

We are the temple of God today. Is your heart a quiet place of 
seeking after God and communing with Him, or is it filled with 
busy shouts of profiteering? Is our heart a place of merchandise 
or praise and thanksgiving? Jesus' desire is for our hearts to be a 
house of prayer. His heart is for the nations. As we are walking 
through this Lenten season draw your heart to the heart of Jesus. 
Be still before Him and give yourself an opportunity to 
experience the amazing love Jesus has for you. If your heart is a 
house of prayer, there will be a worshipful atmosphere in your 
life. You will be bringing the outer court of prayer to every 
unbeliever you contact. 

Let us pray: Lord Jesus, make my place of worship and my heart 
a house of prayer. Let me rest in the fact of knowing that you 
love me and gave yourself for me. Amen. 

   

  



Saturday, March 4, 2017 

By: Bob Springer 

Read: Matthew 21: 18 - 22 

Jesus told His disciples that the impossible is possible for those 
who have faith and do not doubt. “Even if you say to this 
mountain, ‘Be lifted up and thrown into the sea,’ it will be done.” 

Is our faith in Jesus big enough to expect we can lift up 
mountains or in the example of the mustard seed, we can move a 
mountain from here to there? Is our faith strong enough to expect 
that “whatever you ask for in prayer and faith, you will receive?” 

Could some of our prayers go unanswered because deep down 
we feel we are asking for something that is too big or just 
impossible?  Is there anything to big or impossible for Our God, 
who created all things?  There is no limit to what Jesus and Our 
Father can do. Nor is there a limit to God’s love and mercy. 

Take a moment to be still and contemplate the enormity and 
grandeur of His creation: the expanding universe, sub-atomic 
particles, the very laws of physics and the beauty of the natural 
world around us. 

Let us pray: Lord let our faith in you be as great and grand as the 
observable proof of your existence, your benevolence and your 
majesty.  Amen.   

   

 

  



Sunday, March 5, 2017 

By: Lillian Timberman 

Read: Matthew 21: 23 - 27 

When the chief priests and the elders of the people questioned 
the authority of Jesus to teach in the temple, Jesus turned the 
tables and answered with a question of his own concerning the 
baptism of John. 
 
Consider with me the reaction of the chief priests and the elders. 
They declined to answer because they were afraid of the crowd. 
They feared the reactions of men more than they feared God. But 
before we condemn them, we must ask ourselves these questions: 
"How often are we like them?  Do we refuse to confess the 
power and authority of Jesus out of fear of human reaction?  Do 
we have more regard for the opinions of our friends or even of 
strangers than we have for the approval of God?  Do we fear the 
crowd more than we fear God? "   
 
I know that I sometimes shrink back from the defense of the faith 
when friends or acquaintances express opinions contrary to my 
belief that Jesus is the only way to the Father.  
 
Let us pray: Father, grant us the boldness to witness for You so 
that we may stand unashamed before the throne.  In Jesus' name, 
Amen. 

 

 

 

  



Monday, March 6, 2017 

By: Ginny and John Dyer 

Read: Matthew 21:28 - 32 

In the dictionary, repentance is a “feeling of sorrow, especially 
for wrongdoing,” but more than that, it means a complete change 
of mind and heart from self and sin to God. The first son changed 
his mind and his heart. He was obedient. Representing repentant 
sinners, he listened and truly heard God’s call through the words 
of John the Baptist and Jesus. He believed. He changed. He 
obeyed. The second son did not. He said what was expected of 
him, but was not obedient. Representing the Jewish religious 
leaders of that day, he was all for show. He went through the 
motions - a phony. He didn’t believe. He didn’t change. He 
didn’t obey. 

As we approach the cross with Jesus, are we the first son or the 
second? Are we sincerely repentant? Have we changed our hearts 
and turned our lives toward Him? God knows what it is in our 
hearts. He knows our true intentions. 

Let us pray: Heavenly Father, help each of us to recognize our 
sinful life and turn to You. Transform us through the power of 
Your Holy Spirit. Give us the wisdom to know your will and the 
courage to stay away from sin. Help us to become like the first 
son, believing, trusting and obedient. In the name of Him who 
gave His life for us, we pray. Amen. 

 

 

 

  



Tuesday, March 7, 2017 

By: Brenda Baker 

Read: Matthew 21: 33 - 45 

One of my favorite hymns is “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” and 
especially the line “all I have needed Thy hand hath provided”.  
It doesn’t say some of what I needed or this part or that part of 
what I needed but all.  

In this parable, the owner of the land set it up with everything 
that was needed to make a living and rented it out to others to 
work and become profitable with the only requirement that a 
portion of what they earned be given back to him. The actions of 
the tenants were deplorable and inexcusable and while they 
thought that, in the end, they would have it all; in fact they lost it 
all.  

Everything we have has been graciously given to us by God and 
all that He requires is that we return to Him the portion that is 
His, and a very small portion at that. His generosity and grace is 
overwhelming and I often remind myself that He has been more 
gracious to me than I deserve. 

Let us pray: Most Gracious Heavenly Father, during this Lenten 
season especially, and always, let us truly recognize all that we 
have and the price that was paid for that generosity and grace. In 
the blessed name of Jesus Christ we pray, Amen. 

  

 

  



Wednesday, March 8, 2017 

By: Virginia Morris 

Read: Matthew 22: 1 - 14 

Both of our boys were married in the past couple of years, and as 
I read this passage I’m reminded of the rehearsal dinners that we 
planned. Great care and thought was given to who should be 
invited. 

Jesus says that the Kingdom of Heaven is like a king who is 
giving a wedding feast. First the invitations were sent, and then 
the slaves were sent out to call the guests to the feast. It says the 
guests were unwilling to come. Are we unwilling when God calls 
us? 

The king sent out more slaves with another directive to tell the 
invited guests to come. But the guests paid no attention to the 
messengers. In fact, they went to their farm and another to their 
business. How often are we too preoccupied with work, home 
life, or any number of other worthwhile pursuits that take our 
focus from our heavenly Father and the joyous feast He has 
waiting for us? 

During this season of Lent, let us be ready to answer God’s call 
on our lives. We have all been invited to the wedding feast, but it 
is up to us to accept that invitation and actually attend the 
banquet. 

Let us pray: Dear Lord, We pray that we will not be too 
preoccupied or even unwilling to hear and answer your call on 
our lives. Let us accept with joy the banquet that you have set 
before us.  Amen. 

   



Thursday, March 9, 2017 

By: Toy Scott 

Read: Matthew 22: 23 - 33 

During Lent we focus on getting ready for Easter. Part of our 
preparation is hoping for a clearer understanding of the 
Resurrection and what it means to us – to bring new meaning to 
our lives. 

The Sadducees were asking Jesus about whose wife a woman 
would be if she had married seven brothers, in succession, after 
the death of the previous one.  They did not believe in the 
Resurrection and were seeking to trap him with the law. 

He told them they did not know their scripture, nor did they 
know God’s power. He explained that after the resurrection, 
there is no marriage or giving in marriage. In heaven, we become 
like the angels. He pressed them to understand that God is the 
God of the living, not of the dead, which is where they were 
focused. 

Perhaps we can take time during Lent to study the scriptures and 
gain a greater understanding of the Resurrection and the mighty 
power of God. 

Let us pray: My Lord, thank you for the magnificent gift of your 
Son, our salvation and resurrection. We confess that we do not 
always follow you; in fact many times we do not, in thought, 
word, or deed and ask your forgiveness. Help us to accept the 
mystery of the resurrection and of heaven, and ask your help to 
walk in your steps, in the mighty name of Jesus, we pray, Amen. 

   

  



Friday, March 10, 2017 

By: Leah Smith 

Read: Matthew 23: 1 - 36 

In today’s passage, Jesus warns of “Seven Woes!” to the people. 
Basically, he is advising the crowds to be cautious because the 
very ones that are instructing them on how to lead their lives, the 
Pharisees, are actually the worst role models.  The Pharisees 
didn’t practice what they preached!   

In Matthew 23 Jesus is nearing the end of his earthly ministry. In 
these verses he focuses his attention on the connections between 
the Law of Moses (Jewish Law), and God’s love for us all.  As 
Jesus demonstrates repeatedly to the Disciples, the motivation, or 
“spirit” of Jewish Law, is far more important than the details of 
implementing that law. By both Jesus’ actions and his words, we 
are instructed to love God and keep Him and His love for us first 
and foremost in all of our thoughts – then we will be “clean” and 
righteous on the inside.  By focusing on Him, we’ll also be living 
within the Law of Moses. The reverse is how the Pharisees lived. 
They lived by the letter of the Jewish Law, but did not put God 
or His love for us first in their lives.  As a result, the Pharisees’ 
hearts were not “clean” and righteous nor did they reflect how 
God wants us to live our lives.  The Pharisees were trying to do 
the right things for all of the wrong reasons.  Sound familiar? 

Let us pray: Heavenly Father, help us to see the connection 
between our motivations and our actions. Lord, help us to make 
the meditations and motivations of our hearts reflect Your love.  
Help us to live as Your son lived, so that others will come to 
know Your unfailing love. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

 

  



Saturday, March 11, 2017 

By: Alan Weldon 

Read: Matthew 23: 37 - 39 

In today’s passage Jesus laments the rejection of the Political and 
Religious leaders and by the people of Israel. He knows of the 
miseries that are about to be brought upon them for both their 
actions and inactions and he calls sinners to take refuge under his 
tender protection, to keep them safe, and to nourish them to 
eternal life. Jesus warns of the price of rejection and turning 
away from the will of God. 

How many times in our own lives have we turned away from 
Gods will?  

How many times have our own actions or inactions taken us on a 
path that is different from what we know is right?  

Perhaps you are struggling with a decision today or from 
consequences of previous choices you have made and need to 
hear the voice of “prophets and those sent to you” again.  

Let us pray; God I ask you for forgiveness and your Holy 
guidance as I go through this day so that I can hear your voice 
clearly and say “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 
Lord”.  Amen. 

  

  



Sunday, March 12, 2017 
By: Isaac Foster 

Read: Matthew 24: 36 – 44 
 

The title of these verses in my Bible is The Day and Hour 
Unknown. In verse 42 it says "Therefore keep watch, because you 
do not know on what day your Lord will come."  If we knew when 
he was coming then we would get ready.  We would read our Bible 
more and tell others who haven’t accepted him as their Savior.   
 
But the unknown is a little bit scary.  Like hearing something 
inside your house in the middle of the night.  A few weeks ago my 
mom heard something in their bedroom.  She turned on the light, 
but didn't see anything.  So she went back to bed.  A little while 
later she heard something in the living room.  She got up and went 
to look.  Some things had been moved but again she couldn't find 
anything.  So she went back to bed.  A little while later something 
jumped on my parents’ bed.  She woke up, turned on the light, and 
a gray cat ran out of the room.  WE DO NOT HAVE A CAT!!! 
She didn't want to wake up anyone else in the house so she ran to 
find it.  Again looked all around and couldn't find the cat.  She 
closed their bedroom door (so the cat wouldn't jump on her bed 
again) and went back to sleep and would deal with it in the 
morning.  An hour later she heard noises again in the living room. 
 She got up and finally saw him sitting still in the living room.  She 
opened up the back door and chased the cat outside.  Meanwhile, 
the rest of us never heard a sound.  When my mom told us the 
story the next morning we almost didn't believe her.   
 
The unknown of something in the house was scary for her and 
scary for me just hearing the story.  Just like the day and hour are 
unknown of his return.  Should we walk around in fear - no.  But 
we should be ready. 
 
Let us pray: Lord prepare us for your coming.  Show us what we 
need to do to be ready for the unknown return of You.  Amen.   
  



Monday, March 13, 2017 

By: Children’s Sunday School 

Read: Matthew 25: 1 - 13 

Be ready! These verses are about how half the women were wise 
and prepared and were ready to meet the groom. They have their 
lamps, flasks of oil and were alert and waiting for his arrival. 
This was their time and they didn't want to miss it. And the other 
half were not prepared.  They fell asleep waiting for the groom, 
they didn't have extra flasks to keep their lamps burning and 
while they went to buy more the  groom came. The feast began, 
the door was shut and they missed their chance. They were not 
prepared, they were not ready.  

How many times has something negative happened because we 
weren't prepared?  Getting sunburned at the beach because we 
forgot to put sunscreen on, even though our mom told us over 
and over. Not getting a good grade on a test because we didn't 
study and watched television to long.  We need to be ready 
because we don't know when God will put us into action.   
 
Let us pray: Lord help us be prepared for your coming by 
reading the Bible, listening to Christian music, and being nice to 
the people we are around. Amen. 

   

 
  



Tuesday, March 14, 2017 

By: Ann Howard 

Read: Matthew 25: 14 - 30 

Jesus told many parables in Matthew and in this passage his story 
was about bags of gold coins.  The gold coins that were given to 
us are our many talents and attributes.  Each of us has been 
blessed with our own special talents and God wants us to be 
using them and sharing them with others.  But do we know what 
are talents are and are we using them to the fullest potential?  We 
will not know what we can offer until we try different things. 
  
During Lent we can use this time to pray and reflect upon our 
own talents and if we are missing opportunities and how we can 
better use them.  Ask yourself if you are the servant who merely 
buried their talents or are you the one who has doubled what you 
were given. Our goal should be to someday stand in front of our 
Lord and hear him say, "Well done good and faithful servant!" 
 
Let us pray: Heavenly Father, thank you for giving us our own 
unique and special qualities.  Please help us to recognize and use 
our gifts to your glory each and every day. In Jesus name we 
pray. Amen. 

  

  



Wednesday, March 15, 2017 

By: Bruce Myers 

Read: Matthew 25: 31 - 46 

Jesus was on the Mount of Olives within 3 days of his 
Crucifixion when he shares with his followers that He is the Son 
of Man, and He will return at some time in the future and be the 
Judge of the world and every man. 

At that time Jesus, The King, shall separate those who will 
inherit the kingdom God has prepared for them from those who 
will be cursed to a life of fiery eternity. He shares five examples 
that will be used to determine who shall enter the kingdom. 
These five are not the only measures He will use to judge us but 
an example of criteria that will be used. 

While we may initially assume that Christ will use our actions 
toward him as the factors that determine our final resting place, 
that is not the case. The real criteria are how we all treat our 
fellow man including the most humble and unfortunate. We must 
treat and interact with everyone just as we would with Jesus. 

Jesus has told us He is the Lord and He will be The Judge who 
will rule over the whole earth and mankind for eternity. Jesus 
Christ has high expectations and plans for all mankind. He stands 
ready to guide and assist us at all times. 

Let us pray: Dear Heavenly Father we realize that You have 
prepared a place for each of us in Your kingdom. We ask that 
You continue to guide and assist us in our journey to the eternal 
home you have prepared. It is in Jesus’ name that we pray. 
Amen. 

  



Thursday, March 16, 2017 

By: Nicole Rulien 

Read: Matthew 26: 1 - 13 

Jesus reminds us in this reading that Good Friday is fast 
approaching. This is the fourth time Jesus has warned his 
disciples of his upcoming death - and he finally gives a 
timeframe of his crucifixion: Passover. The Passover festival 
commemorates the passing of the Angel of Death over the 
Israelites with lamb blood stained doors while they were in 
Egypt; and now the blood of the Lamb of God will be shed to 
save His believers from eternal Death. 

Later in the reading, a woman comes and anoints Jesus and the 
disciples grumble that this expensive oil could be used to serve 
the poor. Jesus reminds them once again, that the poor would 
always be with them but He would not. It feels like he was being 
anointed for his death, burial, and resurrection. As we reflect on 
Good Friday and Easter approaching let’s remember what the 
crucifixion of Jesus means for our lives. Let us remember to be 
thankful that his blood covers us and makes us worthy for our 
eventual glorification. 

Let us pray: Heavenly Father, thank you for being our Passover 
lamb and dying for us so that we may live. Help us to remember 
that because you chose us you won’t ever leave us and your 
blood makes us clean again. Anoint us also with your grace and 
peace as we enter the Easter season. In Jesus name we pray, 
Amen. 

   

  



Friday, March 17, 2017 

By: Carole Livingston 

Read: Mark 11: 1 - 11 

It is written in Isaiah, the Profit: “I will send my messenger 
ahead of you, who will prepare your way”… 

As John prepared the people of Judea and Jerusalem for the 
coming of the Lord, we too need to prepare ourselves for him.  
Lent is a time for us to concentrate on our own preparation.  We 
need to take a look at those unpleasant things in our own 
personality and have the courage to attack those faults.  Start 
with one and change from a bad habit, to a good one.  That 
sounds so easy, but we know it is difficult.  We each have to 
determine how we can best handle the changes.  It takes some 
individual determination and strength.   

We can get all the strength we need by praying.  God will help 
by giving us the strength and ways to do whatever must be done.  
A quiet moment in the morning can remind us that if the Lord’s 
path gets cleared, then we must do it- with God’s help.  

Let us pray: Dear Heavenly Father, give us strength and 
determination for this day.  Help us determine what is necessary 
for us to do, to clear our life’s path for Jesus to enter.  Direct our 
thoughts and make them worthy of your Son.  Direct all that we 
do and bless the changes we make in our lives.  Let us be kind in 
what we think and do, that our many imperfections can be denied 
and we can be more like you! Amen.     

 



Saturday, March 18, 2017 

By: Katy Towers 

Read: Mark 11: 12 – 14, 20 - 26 

Jesus said some things hard to understand.  Today's reading is 
one such example! 
 
Jesus sees a fig tree full of leaves but not bearing any figs. Even 
though it was early for a fig tree in Palestine to have leaves, a 
tree full of leaves would have normally had fruit. When Jesus 
finds no figs, He pronounces judgment on the tree, and It 
withers. 
 
Jesus delivers His curse not in anger but as a strong warning 
against hypocrisy.  Israel, which had sometimes been compared 
to a fig tree, does not heed Jesus' warning and faces destruction 
by the Romans in 70 A.D.  But Jesus speaks as well to us today 
in this passage.  Am I all leaves and no fruit, all show and no 
substance?  Am I just trying to look good or to be good?  Do I try 
to bear  
authentic love, truth, and righteousness?  Jesus expects--and 
demands--the real deal! 
 
Following the episode with the fig tree, Jesus focuses on the 
importance and power of believing prayer and forgiveness.  We 
will know how to pray rightly and be able to forgive when our 
faith is grounded in knowledge of the Person and teachings of 
Christ and we are in close fellowship with Him.  It is then that 
we will be able to live authentically, bearing lots of fruit and not 
just showy, useless leaves! 

Let us pray: Father, forgive me when I am more concerned with 
appearances than truth.  Help me to know you so well that I will 
bear lots of fruit for your glory!  Amen.   



Sunday, March 19, 2017 

By: Jenny Foster 

Read: Mark 12: 1 – 12 

We know that Jesus uses parables in the four Gospels to teach us 
a lesson. Jesus was speaking to the Pharisees in this parable. The 
landowner is God and the tenants are the Jews. He sends servants 
out four separate times to collect fruit from the vineyard. Just 
like He sent Moses and they didn't listen. He sent the prophets 
and they didn't listen.  And finally he sends his Son and they still 
didn't listen. These people claim obedience to God but reject the 
messengers that are being sent.   
 
During our daily lives we have multiple chances or opportunities 
and we miss them. How many chances do we get before God 
throws up his hands and says forget it?  We know the laws or 
right from wrong but yet we still sin and don't listen.   
 
What is it going to take to wake us or shake us up, so that we can 
get on track and follow him? 
 
Let us pray: God we miss many opportunities in serving you. Let 
us be more aware of what's in front of us so that we can share 
your love with those around us.  Amen.  

   

  

 

 

  



Monday, March 20, 2017 

By: Edwin Wolfe 

Read: Mark 12: 28 – 34 

In our culture today we often hear questions posed about the 
ranking of various events or athletes or artists: "Who is the 
greatest... (golfer, boxer, quarterback, actor, singer, President) of 
all time?" Of course the answers to these questions are a matter 
of personal opinion; therefore there cannot be just one 
satisfactory definitive answer.  

In this passage Jesus definitively answered the scribe's question 
about which commandment is most important: To love God with 
all of your being. And Jesus continued by instructing that we 
must love our neighbor as we love ourselves. God wants us to 
love and walk with Him. We cannot fully love God without 
loving others whom He has also created. His desire for all of us 
is to celebrate relationships that enrich love, fellowship and 
service—to Himself and to each other.  

A quote from one of my favorite musical works, Les Miserables: 
"To love another person is to see the face of God..."  

Let us pray: Dear loving God, help us realize that You created us 
out of love and a desire for companionship in your beautiful 
world. Teach us how to love You more, and how in turn we can 
share Your Divine love with others. Amen   

 

  



Tuesday, March 21, 2017 

By: Laura Ingalls 

Read: Mark 12: 38 – 44 

This is such a well-known passage, but how do we view it and 
apply it to our lives during this season of contemplation? 

These verses offer warning, challenge and encouragement. We 
are warned to look carefully at religious leaders who work their 
way into the public eye. Be discerning. Examine which leaders 
are truly godly. Furthermore, each of us is a leader to at least a 
few, so the warning is a caution to all: check your motives! 

Jesus had much to say concerning money; in these verses He tells 
what is in the hearts of those giving (again the issue of 
motivation). A challenge is implied: how much do you trust 
God? Giving tithes and offerings out of love and a desire to 
honor and obey Him is how we should always give, but the 
widow in this passage exhibited an extraordinary faith. In love 
and trust she gave all she had. Through history we have seen how 
God provides what He knows is needed rather than what 
is necessarily expected. 

Let us pray: Lord, I rejoice that You love me and thank You for 
Your providence. I praise You that Christianity is not merely a 
western cultural thing. Christ died for all peoples! Help me to 
love You more, to trust You more, to be wise and discerning. 
Shape me to be the servant You want me to be.  Amen. 

 

 

  



Wednesday, March 22, 2017 

By: Noeline, Owen and Madeline Clark 

Read: Mark 13: 1 – 13 

Jesus tells of trials and tribulations that will come at the end 
times and it reminds us that there are trials in the lives of all 
Christians. He is very clear that faith in Him does not guarantee 
anyone an easy life with no problems. 

He also tells us to be on guard against false teachers. The best 
way for us to do that is to study His word and hide it in our 
hearts. We know that no teacher of the truth will tell us anything 
that goes against Scripture. 

Jesus gives us some assurances to help us get through any 
difficult time. He tells us that during times of trial, when we may 
not know what to say or do, the Holy Spirit will talk for us. And 
of course, no matter what trials we endure on Earth, he reminds 
us that we are saved. People of faith will have an eternity with 
our Heavenly Father. And the concerns that we had on earth will 
be no more. 

Let us pray: Dear Heavenly Father, we pray that the Holy Spirit 
will be in our hearts and will strengthen our faith during difficult 
times so that we will always remain firm You. We thank you for 
the assurance that we are saved and will have an eternity with 
You. Amen. 

   

 

  



Thursday, March 23, 2017 

By: Tom and Nancy Cauvel 

Read: Luke 19: 28 – 40 

Lent is a good time to focus on what God has already done for 
us. In this passage, the disciples began to rejoice and praise God 
with a loud voice for all the mighty works that they had seen. 

As you know, expressing our praise of God is not always popular 
with those around us. Even back then, the Pharisees tried to 
silence the disciples and appealed to Jesus to rebuke them. But 
Jesus said that if they held their peace the stones would cry out. 
This indicates to us that praise is an essential part of worship and 
we would be missing out not to include it. 

Praise has been defined as expressing admiration. We surely 
have much to praise. During this Lenten season let us take time 
to acknowledge the attributes and works of God and offer sincere 
praise. 

Let us pray: Lord, we are a forgetful people. May we recognize 
all that you have done for us and have hearts so full of gratitude 
that we will have a willingness to express our praise without 
reservation.  Amen. 

 

 

 

  



Friday, March 24, 2017 
By: Sonny Stroud 

Read: Luke 19: 41 – 44 

As a human being, Jesus possessed the full range of human 
emotions, which are shown to us only briefly in the gospel 
accounts of his ministry. Few and far between are the accounts 
that tell us how Jesus actually felt. 

In our text today we catch glimpses of both true natures at work 
within Jesus. We see his heartfelt human emotions. In a moment 
of extreme sadness, Jesus weeps over the city of Jerusalem; and 
in anger he drives the money changers from the temple. Jesus 
knew of the coming destruction of Jerusalem. 

It is this coming destruction of the Holy City that moves Jesus to 
tears. He is weeping over the lost people, who have and will 
reject his message of salvation. He is weeping for those who will 
be trying him in the days ahead, for those who will cry out for his 
crucifixion. 

In our text we find the heart of Jesus is grieved over the sinful 
nature of human beings. In the story of Jesus’ trial and passion 
we, as sinners, are all complicit in the plot to kill him. In this 
story we are all citizens of the Jerusalem that rejected Jesus. We 
too have broken the heart of Jesus. We should know that Jesus 
has wept over each of us. If the heart of God can be grieved, it 
can also be made glad. God rejoices over us because of what 
Jesus did for us on Calvary. We have been brought into 
reconciliation with Him and this brings delight to God. We live 
our lives in response to the grace we have received. This brings 
joy to Jesus, a natural human response. 

Let us pray: Lord, thank you for showing us you’re humanness, 
and letting me know you care for me. Amen. 

  



Saturday, March 25, 2017 
By: Ken Durkee 

Read: Luke 21: 34 – 37 
 
God has blessed each of us with free will or in other words we may 
choose to follow our own spirit or I can choose to surrender my spirit and 
follow the Holy Spirit. Following our own spirit results in death; 
however, surrendering our spirit to God through Jesus allows His Holy 
Spirit to guide our lives resulting in life and life that is abundant. Each of 
us must allow the living waters of the Holy Spirit to flow over and 
through us to cleanse us and purify us in God’s sight.  God, through His 
Holy Scriptures instructs on how to conduct our lives.  
 
2 Chronicles 30:18-20; But Hezekiah prayed for them, saying, “May the 
LORD, who sets their heart on seeking God—the LORD, the God of their 
ancestors—even if they are not clean according to the rules of the 
sanctuary.” 20 And the LORD heard Hezekiah and healed the people.  
 
Psalm 24:3-5; Who may ascend the mountain of the LORD? Who may 
stand in his holy place? 4 The one who has clean hands and a pure 
heart, who does not trust in an idol or swear by a false god. 5 They will 
receive blessing from the LORD and vindication from God their Savior.  
 
Proverbs 20:9; Who can say, “I have kept my heart pure; I am clean and 
without sin”?  
 
Hebrews 10:22; let us draw near to God with a sincere heart and with 
the full assurance that faith brings, having our hearts sprinkled to 
cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with 
pure water.  We have a choice to make, which way do we wish to live?  
 
Joshua 24:15; But if serving the LORD seems undesirable to you, then 
choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods 
your ancestors served beyond the Euphrates, or the gods of the Amorites, 
in whose land you are living. But as for me and my household, we will 
serve the LORD.” 
 
Let us pray: Heavenly Father change me so that my life may be a 
sweet smell unto you. In his mighty name Amen. 
  



Sunday, March 26, 2017 

By: Joel Klenck 

Read: John 12: 20 – 26 

The Greek translation for “And there were certain Greeks” or 
τινες Ελληνες (John 12:20) suggests that the knowledge of Jesus 
had spread throughout the ancient world. That Greek proselytes 
of Judaism wanted to see Jesus further indicates there were 
Gentile beliefs or interest in Jesus before the crucifixion (John 
12:21). Also, that disciples had various backgrounds with Philip 
having a Greek name and perhaps a connection with Greek 
culture shows that God uses family histories and credentials to 
draw more people to the knowledge of Jesus (John 12:21 - 22).  

Jesus then predicts His crucifixion, resurrection, and return to 
glory in Heaven (John 12:23-24). Jesus draws a parallel between 
the spiritual and natural worlds of the sacrifice of a believer 
following Jesus, a seed falling to the ground, to the winning of 
souls to Jesus—a plant producing many seeds (John 12:24). 
Jesus notes that those who depart from the life and direction, 
which God gives them, harm both their present life and future 
with Christ (John 12:25).  

Jesus states that we are to follow His example to be recognized 
as a servant of Christ and to receive honor from the Father (John 
12:26). 

Let us pray: Lord Jesus, may we follow you all the time, even at 
times to our detriment, so that the Father will honor us as 
servants, who follow your example. Amen. 

  



Monday, March 27, 2017 

By: Darleen Smith 

Read: John 13: 1 – 20 

The people of Jesus’ time walked on dusty roads in sandals; 
therefore their feet became encrusted with dust. Etiquette 
required that when a traveler entered a home as a guest, the host 
would provide the washing of feet.  This distasteful task was 
normally delegated to the servants of the home.   

It was almost time for the Jewish Passover feast; and Jesus knew 
it was almost time for him to leave the world and return to his 
Father.  Although Jesus loved his followers to the end, he knew 
one had already turned against him.  Jesus and his followers were 
at the evening meal, the marking of a close friendship, when 
Jesus took off his outer clothing, wrapped a towel around himself 
and poured water into a bowl to begin washing and drying their 
feet.   

Simon Peter asked why not wash his hands and head too?  Jesus 
responded that the feet washing was all that was needed to be 
considered entirely clean again after bathing.   
Jesus then asked the followers if they understood what he had 
just done to them as their Teacher and Lord.  He then told the 
followers to wash one another’s feet.  The example had been set 
that they should do for others as Jesus had done for them.  No 
servant is better than his master, nor is a messenger greater than 
the one who sent him. 

Let us pray: Let us always follow the examples and miracles 
Jesus set for us.  Bless us all during this season and always keep 
our hearts open to your love, focused on the cross. Amen.  

  



Tuesday, March 28, 2017 

By: Rick and Patty Renstrom 

Read: John 14: 1 -14 

During Jesus’ time the bridegroom added on to his parent’s home 
prior to his marriage to build a place for him and his bride to live. 
When the addition met the approval of the groom’s father, he 
could then come for the bride and take her to be with him in 
marriage in their new home. As Jesus spoke to the disciples the 
message recorded in John 14, the disciples knew how the 
marriage ceremony progressed in their culture and would 
understand that Jesus would come back for them and take them 
to the Father. 

The analogy to a wedding continued when Jesus said, “I am the 
way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through me.” The bride waits at home and does not know when 
her bridegroom will come for her. Many people can knock on her 
door, but she will only open the door for one person. The same 
can be said for us. Many may say this is the way or that is the 
way to God, but only through Jesus Christ can we be saved and 
be with God. 

Let us pray: Dear Lord, please help us to trust you in all things. 
We ask that you sooth our troubled hearts. Help us to always 
remember that you are the way to the Father. Thank you for 
preparing a place for us and coming for us at the perfect time to 
live in your Father’s house.  Amen 

 

  

  



Wednesday, March 29, 2017 

By: Joseph Yerger 

Read: John 14: 15 - 31 

Jesus knew that His time with the disciples was short. His 
coming trial and death was going to leave them feeling afraid, 
lost and alone; abandoned. That is why He promised us the gift 
of the Holy Spirit. Yes, with the coming of the Spirit we gained 
the knowledge that we are never abandoned; that we are held in 
the family of God. 

“In a little while the world will no longer see me, but you will 
see me; because I live, you also will live. 

On that day you will know that I am in my Father and you in me, 
and I in you. (John 14:19 - 20 NRS)” 

The Holy Spirit proves our hope true that as Jesus is in the 
Father, we are in Him, as the Spirit is in us, and that we are made 
alive in Christ. The Spirit is our Comforter, He holds us close 
through all of our dark times; because of His presence, we know 
that God will never forsake us even when the world turns its' 
back on us. 

Let us pray: Merciful Father, we thank You for sending us the 
gift of the Holy Spirit. Help us to remember that we are never 
alone for You are always with us. Grant us Your peace and keep 
us from fear, for in You there is nothing which we need to be 
afraid of. Amen. 

  

  



Thursday, March 30, 2017 
By: Ann Wamack 

Read: John 15: 1 - 11 

Jesus is building an analogy of the disciples’ relationship with Him, 
and by extension, of all believers and our relationship with Christ. 
Many readers of this passage believe that the image of branches 
bearing fruit refers to bringing others to salvation in Jesus. While such 
moments are unquestionably joyous for our Lord, I think there is a 
different interpretation possible here. Since this is a spiritual analogy, I 
believe Jesus could be talking about the fruits of the Spirit. In Galatians 
5: 22–23, Paul gives a list of nine fruits of the spirit: love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. 

If we are not experiencing these fruits in our lives, God the Father, the 
vinedresser, “takes away” those believers (verse 2). I don’t think this 
refers to being cut off, but rather to being lifted and tied to another part 
of the trellis (a practice called “canopy management” in modern 
vineyards) to encourage more growth. And if we are experiencing 
these fruits in our lives, God “prunes” us to produce even more fruit. 
While God lifts and manages, or prunes and cleans, we are called upon 
to “abide” in Christ, which is to keep ourselves in union and fellowship 
with Him. Without that fellowship, Jesus tells us – twice (verses 4 and 
5) – that we can do nothing. 

Verse 6 has been problematic for many believers. Some view this as a 
loss of salvation. I don’t think so. I think when we break our union and 
fellowship with Christ, we have cut ourselves off from the vine and we 
wither and die in our faith. Then “they” come and cast these dead 
branches into the fire. Conversely, in verse 8, if we remain firmly fixed 
in our faith and maintain a strong relationship with Christ, we bear 
witness of the glory of God to our neighbors and communities. 

Let us pray: Lord Jesus, help me to abide in You every day so that I 
may bear fruit to the glory of God. Prune away the things in my life 
that are inhibiting my growth and distracting my attention from a 
closer relationship with You. And Lord, I ask you to come into my 
heart today and abide with me. Amen.  



Friday, March 31, 2017 
 

By: George Motes 
 

Read: John 16: 1 – 15 
 

After Jesus’ baptism he was sent into the wilderness where he 
fasted and prayed for forty days. During the Lent season we as 
Christians are called upon to emulate Christ through our own 
personal prayer and sacrifice as we reflect on his suffering, death, 
and resurrection as payment for our sins. 
 
Lent is a season of the Christian Year where Christians focus on 
simple living, prayer, and fasting in order to grow closer to God. 
The forty days before Easter is about one-tenth of a year, like a 
tithe of one’s time. Lent begins with Ash Wednesday a service 
where we recognize our mortality, repent of our sins, and return to 
our loving God. We recognize life as a precious gift from God and 
re-turn our lives toward Jesus Christ. We make resolutions, and 
commit to change our lives over the next forty days so that we 
might be more like Christ. Ashes are used to make the sign of the 
cross on a person’s forehead. While the ashes remind us of our 
mortality and sin, the cross reminds us of Jesus’ resurrection and 
forgiveness. 
 
John 16 tells of when Jesus spoke to his disciples in the upper 
room on the night before his crucifixion, he promised them that the 
Holy Spirit would remind them of his teachings and guide them 
into further truths. He warned them of the sufferings that were to 
come and that through the Holy Spirit they would be able to endure 
and fulfill their mission. The Holy Spirit works in all areas of the 
Christian life. The work of the Holy Spirit is to grant believers the 
proper and correct understanding of the scriptures. 
 
Let us pray: Almighty God You have created us out of the dust of 
the earth. May the Lenten Ashes be a sign of our mortality and 
penitence, and a reminder that only by your gracious gift are we 
given everlasting life. Amen.  



Saturday, April 1, 2017 

Adapted by: Lana Stull 

Read: John 16: 16 – 24 

So much of Jesus Christ’s earthly ministry was to prepare his 
disciples for the coming Kingdom of God, which had begun with 
His birth.  And that worked well….as long as Christ was present 
with his disciples.  But the more He spoke about His impending 
crucifixion, the more He had to clarify what would happen after 
He ascended back into the heavens.   

So, after promising the disciples the gift of the Holy Spirit, Jesus  
launched into a beautiful metaphor about childbirth.  In effect He 
told the disciples they would feel pain and anguish for a while, 
but  very soon it would be replaced by a feeling of great joy 
which could not be taken from them! 

This reminds us still today, just as it did in the ancient world, that 
God’s work is indeed being done…  but it isn’t necessarily done 
on our timetable.  God’s ways are higher than our ways.  So, our 
attitude and demeanor must be one of patience and hope.  
Through Christ Jesus, God does indeed turn our grief into 
joy…and that’s good news! 

 Let us pray: God of Joy and Hope, as we continue through this 
spiritual season of reflection, confession, and repentance, help us 
to live as people of joy.  Help us to believe in the power of 
patience, hope and joy; and help us to spread that joy to all who 
will listen.  Thank you for the gift of the Holy Spirit, and for 
making us complete!  In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 

  



Sunday, April 2, 2017 

By: Larry and Twila Miller 

Read: John 16: 25 - 33 

All Lines Open 

A trip of a life time. Flying from Denver, where we had visited a 
new granddaughter, we boarded a flight to Phoenix which would 
then connect us to the final leg of our journey. Our final 
destination was Calgary, Canada where we would enjoy thirteen 
exciting days in the magnificent land God created. The flight to 
Phoenix was uneventful. However, as we stood in line to enter 
the plane bound for Calgary we were notified that the line was 
closed to us. We needed a document to intercede for us. A birth 
certificate was needed to open the line to entering Canada. 

Does this sound familiar? In order to talk with God prior to the 
crucifixion, the law set forth very stringent requirements. Such 
laws included animal sacrifices. Blood needed to spill for the 
atonement of one’s sins. And on top of this, a chosen person 
must intercede with God on your behalf. The ‘line’ to God was 
not a direct connection, even if your birth certificate placed you 
as one of God’s chosen people. 

In what appears to be the final day Christ had with his disciples, 
he wanted to make it very clear that he was going away, but a 
new path to God was being set in motion. “In that day you will 
ask in my name” John 16: 26. 

Let us pray: We love you Lord Jesus and thank-you for being the 
direct path to God. In Jesus name, Amen. 

  



Monday, April 3, 2017 
By: Dustin Rulien 

Read: John 17: 1 – 25 
 
This entire chapter is all a prayer.  Jesus prays for himself, prays 
for his disciples, and prays for all believers. This prayer takes 
place before he is arrested. He knows his time is finished here in 
this world according to verse 4:  "I have brought you glory on 
earth by completing the work you gave me to do."   
 
Two thoughts come to mind with this verse.  The first is that he 
has brought Glory to God while being here on Earth. I wonder 
when God looks at us is he disappointed by what he sees? Or 
would he say "well done, good and faithful servant  
(Matthew 25: 21)!" 
 
And the second is how would we feel if we knew when our time 
was ending?  Would we be rushing around visiting people, 
finishing last minute projects, having a going away party, or 
sobbing because our time is finished and we are not ready to 
leave? Or if we knew when our time was ending would we 
embrace it and be grateful for the friendships made, time spent 
with family and loved ones? Of course it would be hard to say 
goodbye, but Jesus knew it was time and that his work was 
complete. 
 
Everyday when we get up we have no idea if this is our last day 
here on Earth. We have no idea how our day is going to unfold. 
Will my car start, will my company downsize, will I get into an 
accident or will I be diagnosed with an illness?  Making the most 
of everyday and bringing glory to God, so that when our work is 
complete he will be pleased.   
 
Let us pray: Dear heavenly Father, our time here is unknown. 
 May you be glorified as we seek to spread your word throughout 
your kingdom.  Amen.   
  



Tuesday, April 4, 2017 

By: Alexis Foster 

Read: Matthew 26 

This is a long and sad chapter leading up to Jesus being put on 
the cross.  Many events are told in this chapter but one thing that 
stands out to me as a 13 year old is when Judas betrays Jesus. 
Jesus chose Judas as one of the twelve disciples.  He didn't pick 
fifty men, he only picked twelve.  And of that twelve we know 
that one of them is going to betray Jesus - Judas. 
 
Being a teenager sometimes those who you think are your friends 
betray your friendship.  Are they doing this to be mean, or to 
look cool in front of others?  Maybe I thought we were better 
friends than that person did.  Being accepted or liked is important 
for everyone especially for teenagers.  We want people to sit 
with at lunch, do things with on the weekends, have sleepovers 
with, or to share what's going on in our life. We want to be liked. 
  
We all know the saying "to have a friend is to be a friend."  And 
Judas was not a friend to Jesus and he knew it but he still chose 
him as one of the twelve.  Jesus still chooses us even when we 
get so busy with other things.  Of course we would never betray 
him like Judas did, but when we aren't being "Christ like" in the 
things we do and say then maybe we are like Judas.  If other 
people don't see there is something different about me who is a 
follower compared to someone who is not, then I'm not living up 
to the potential that God has for me.        
 
Let us pray: Lord, help me to be honorable to your name.  You 
love us, you died for us, you chose us, and now let me speak out 
for you. Amen.   
  



Wednesday, April 5, 2017 
By: Nancy Agnew 

Read: Mark 14 
 
The chief priests and scribes didn’t like Jesus. They wanted to arrest him 
and have him killed, but it was two days before the Passover which was a 
big celebration. They decided that they would try to do it in secret 
because they were afraid that it would upset the people. 
Judas met with the high priests and they gave him money to tell them 
where Jesus was so they could have him arrested.  Jesus and his disciples 
were eating supper. While they were eating, Jesus said to them, “One of 
you will betray me.”  They all became sad and each one of them asked, 
“Is it me?”  As they were eating Jesus took bread and asked God to bless 
it. He pulled it into pieces and gave it to them. He said to the disciples 
“Eat it, this is my body.” Then he took the wine and asked God to bless it 
and said, “This is my blood.” The disciples drank the wine.  Jesus told 
the disciples that all of them would deny him; Peter said to Jesus, “I will 
never deny you.”  Jesus told Peter that before the rooster crows two times 
you will have denied me three times.  They went to a place called 
Gethsemane and Jesus began to pray. All of the disciples fell asleep. 
 
Judas and some soldiers came to the place where Jesus and the disciples 
were. Judas told the soldiers, “The one I kiss is Jesus.” Judas then kissed 
Jesus.  They took Jesus away to the high priests.  Peter followed the men 
who took Jesus and sat with the guards by the fire trying to get warm.  
The high priest asked Jesus if he was the Son of God. Jesus said, “I am. 
“All the people there said that Jesus should be killed.  Peter was sitting 
by the fire and a servant girl said to him, “You were with Jesus.” Peter 
told her that she was wrong. Just then he heard a rooster crow.  The 
servant girl said, “Yes, you were with Jesus.” Peter told her that he 
wasn’t. She kept saying that Peter was with Jesus and then he said, “No!” 
and swore. The rooster crowed again. Peter remembered what Jesus had 
told him. He said that he would deny Jesus three times before the rooster 
crowed twice. Then Peter went out and cried. 
 
Let us pray: Dear Lord, Thank you for loving us. Help us to remember 
that you suffered and died for us. Help us to do the things that you want 
us to do. Help us to be kind and loving to everyone. In Jesus’ name we 
pray.  Amen. 

  



Thursday, April 6, 2017 

By: Joyce Hayes 

Read: Luke 22 

Communion is a token of love by Jesus to us all. He desired to 
have his Last Supper be the Passover with his disciples.  He 
predicted that it would be his Last Supper with them, and that 
one of them would betray him, but he wanted to share the dinner 
with all.   
 
Jesus also predicted that Peter would deny him, not once but 
three times.  He still loved his disciples despite the predictions.  
Peter did deny him.  Judas betrayed him, and the ear of one of 
the slaves coming to arrest him was cut off.  Jesus healed his ear, 
and forgave his disciples. 
 
Jesus knew what was coming in the Mount of Olives.  He was 
afraid but was willing to do whatever God wanted.  He served as 
an example for us.  He asked his disciples to pray that they 
would not be led into temptation.  He, himself, prayed for the 
strength to undergo what God wanted of him. 
  
Let us pray: Lord, help us to remember that Jesus loves us.  That 
he knows how we sin, and still loves us.  Help us to use your Son 
as an example to avoid temptation and to love the world you 
have given us.  Help us to do your will.  In Jesus name, we pray.  
Amen. 
  



Friday, April 7, 2017 

By: Patsy Akridge 

Read: Matthew 27 

The final hours of Jesus’ life are a sad tale of betrayal, hatred, denial 
and torture. Very hard to believe that one would be willing to be 
crucified for others sins when he was a righteous man. How great is 
that Love. We sometimes in our daily lives take for granted a gift at a 
cost so dear. When Jesus was taken stripped bare and beaten yet, he did 
not cry out to stop the events that ensued but, asked God to forgive 
them. Judas betrayed Jesus for greed and that greed drove him to his 
death by his own hands because he could not live knowing that he 
helped condemn Jesus. In these days sometimes we are angry over 
such little things. God did not say we had to sacrifice anything to 
follow him but, obedience and living the very best life we can. We are 
required to love others as God loves us. We are required to forgive 
each other. We are required to be kind and have a giving heart.  
Matthew 27 is such a tragic tale when in Matthew 1 - 2 it is the 
beautiful Christmas story of his birth to the final tragic words "IT IS 
FINISHED". 

As Mary prepared the tomb in which was to be Jesus’ final resting 
place, . Joseph removed Jesus from the cross. Joseph then placed 
Jesus’ body in a linen cloth. On a side note after Jesus had risen the 
burial cloth was left folded. In the older days it was polite to fold your 
napkin and place it on your seat so that the server knew you would be 
back and had not finished. On the day that Jesus had risen the burial 
cloth was left folded. Was it Jesus’ way of saying he was not done here 
and he will be back? The high priests and Pharisees came to Pilate and 
told of the words said by Jesus before his life ended “I will rise again". 
HE HAS RISEN INDEED!! 

Let us pray: Dear Heavenly Father, Thank you for your sacrifice to pay 
for our sins. Thank you for the opportunity to live in your word daily. 
We pray we will find the wisdom to understand the true meaning of the 
scripture and make us aware of the powerful presence you have in our 
lives. We know there is no greater Love! Amen.   



Saturday, April 8, 2017 

By: Ron Allen 

Read: Mark 15 

12 “What shall I do, then, with the one you call the king of the 
Jews?” Pilate asked them. 13 “Crucify him!” they shouted. Mark 
15:12-13 (NIV) 

The crowd, who previously welcomed Jesus to Jerusalem, was 
disappointed as they saw Him standing helpless before the 
Roman governor unwilling to make any defense. Stirred up by 
the priests they said release the murderer Barabbas and crucify 
Jesus. 

We too face the same decision this crowd had to make between 
Barabbas and Jesus. Have you ever been disappointed in Jesus or 
angry with God? Have you ever expected Him to act in a certain 
way despite God telling us His thoughts are not our thoughts, 
neither are His ways our ways? (Isaiah 55:8-9) And like this 
crowd, when we get angry with God and upset with Jesus and 
turn from Him, there is another “Barabbas or Christ” decision to 
be made. 

Let us pray: Dear God, I realize that life is confronting me all the 
time with decisions to choose “Barabbas or Christ”. Grant that I 
may always choose the Lord Jesus. Help me to not just "talk the 
talk," but also "walk the walk." Amen. 

  



Palm Sunday  Sunday, April 9, 2017 

By: Theo Harnage 

Read: Luke 23 

Jesus came to this Earth to save sinners; and He never lost sight 
of His purpose. He spent his earthly life with them: teaching 
them, healing them, praying with them, and dying for them. 

Pontius Pilate will forever be remembered for Jesus’ death for it 
was he who gave the order to have Him crucified. But Pilate is 
also the perfect example of one who succumbed to peer pressure. 
Pilate found no basis to convict Jesus and yet he caved in to the 
pressures of the crowd.  Even though he was terrified to think of 
lifting his hand against one who might be divine, he surrendered 
to the chanting mob.  His lack of courage to stand up for what is 
right and true sent Jesus to the cross. 

Let us pray: Dear Heavenly Father, help us to always seek your 
approval and not cave in to the pressures of the crowd as Pontius 
Pilate did. We are shallow human beings; forever wanting to be 
liked and accepted by our peers. We need Your strength so that 
we might always do what pleases You. Forgive us when we fall 
short and keep us focused on You. In Your name we pray. Amen. 

 Then Pilate announced….”I find no basis for a charge 
against this man.”…But with loud shouts they instantly 
demanded that he be crucified, and their shouts 
prevailed.  LUKE 23:4, 23 NIV 

  



Monday of Holy Week, April 10, 2017 

By: Lewis Obi 

Read: John 19 

During the crucifixion of Christ, Pilate represents a common 
theme in today’s society, surrendering to societal expectations. 
As Lent begins, we as Christians need to remember the burden 
that Jesus carried through his perfect work on the cross. In our 
everyday lives as followers of Christ, it’s not the easy times but 
the difficult and how we respond as Christians that makes us 
stronger in faith and closer to God. 

John 19:11 Jesus answered, “You would have no power over me 
if it were not given to you from above. Therefore the one who 
handed me over to you is guilty of a greater sin.” 

During the Lent season, let’s give up something that helps us 
bring our hearts and minds closer to God whose only Son, Jesus, 
sacrificed Himself for us and died on the cross for our sins so 
that we may be free to live our lives in his image. 

Let us pray: God, thank you for giving us your only Son, Jesus 
Christ, who showed us how much He loves us by giving His life 
for our sins. Help us in our daily lives through the power of your 
Holy Spirit, strengthen our faith daily and draw us nearer to you. 
Amen. 

 

  



Tuesday of Holy Week, April 11, 2017 

By: Dan and Ruthie Sharp 

Read: Matthew 28 

The Discipleship Bible Study has given us a new understanding 
of the Bible, but nothing more important than who the writers of 
the Gospel were and who they were writing to. Matthew was a 
Jewish man and his book is directed to the Jewish people.  

An example of this is how Jesus is called the Messiah by 
Matthew, because the Jewish people were looking for a Messiah.  

My sadness in these verses is how the Jewish Priest bribed the 
solders to lie and tell everyone that the disciples came in the 
night and stole the body. Matthew states this story has circulated 
among the Jews to this very day. 

Let us pray: Lord Jesus our prayer at this Lenten season is that 
everyone hears your true story, open their hearts to your 
teachings and grow to love you as we do. Amen.  

  

 

  



Wednesday of Holy Week, April 12, 2017 

By: Marietta Muchmore (Virginia O’Dell’s sister) 

Read: Mark 16 

Mark 15:41 These are the women who followed Him and cared 
for His needs…..many other women were also there. Mark takes 
the time to let us know that many women were there, within view 
of the cross, at a time of great pain and distress and horror. Many 
women I know could not have brought themselves to attend this 
terrible event that would leave lasting visual memories of the 
worst imaginable experience.  

In Mark 16 the story picks up with three of these women who 
were at His death and burial. These three had followed Him and 
cared for Him, they knew Him well. They knew where He was 
buried. They had seen the stone. With the greatest of grief they 
kept that Sabbath. Their minds, hearts, and souls must have been 
whirling. Their world a vortex. After the Sabbath they continued 
their pattern of caring for His needs. They bought spices and 
headed to the place of sorrow. They thought of the stone, the 
impossible physical task ahead of them. But then an 
unbelievable, glorious message. He was alive! He had overcome 
death! His resurrection proved He was the Son of God. But they 
trembled, they were afraid, they kept silent. They were 
overcome.  

Let us pray: Heavenly Lord, Give us the strength to see You and 
Your power and presence in our grief. Reveal to our hearts your 
truth. Steady us and lead us. Bind us to Your side. Destroy fear 
that consumes us. Amen. 

  



Maundy Thursday, April 13, 2017 
By: Children’s Sunday School 

Read: Luke 24 
 
The women were heading to the tomb to anoint the body of Jesus 
with the spices they had made. They were expecting him to be 
there.  Imagine their surprise when they didn't find him.  And then 
when two men in clothes gleamed like lightening (angels) tell you 
he has risen, they probably almost fainted!  They were the first to 
find out this news. They knew something that others did not - a 
HUGE secret.   
 
Have you ever been told a secret and you couldn't wait to tell 
someone?  Partly because you were so excited you were ready to 
burst and also because you knew something that nobody else 
knew! Children especially love knowing secrets and sometimes not 
telling anyone is really hard.  I'm sure that's how these women felt. 
They couldn't wait to spread the news that he had risen!   
 
After hearing the news two men left for the village of Emmaus.  As 
they walked and talked Jesus joined them (but they did not know it 
was him). After reaching the village they asked him to stay with 
them.  In verse 30, 31: When he was at the table he took the bread, 
gave thanks, broke it, and began to give it to them. Then their eyes 
were opened and they recognized him, and he disappeared from 
their site.   
 
It was now like the mystery had been solved!  The tomb was 
empty, him rising from the dead, their talk on the road, the 
breaking of bread again (at the Lord's Supper the first time), and 
now him disappearing from their sight.  Hallelujah! 
 
Let us pray: On this Maundy Thursday, as you gathered with the 
disciples sharing your last meal it was still a mystery to them.  We 
see how it was solved by you dying on the cross for us.  Thank you 
for saving us. Amen.   

  



Good Friday, April 14, 2017 
By: Len Showalter 

Read: John 20 

During this period of self-examination and reflection, many are 
encouraged to pray, fast, and repent. Often those that practice 
Lent enter a period of moderation on certain behaviors, or even 
self-denial and spiritual discipline. There are those that exercise 
self-abasement and deprivation in an attempt to be more holy or 
righteous to become “more Christ-like.” 

It is a good idea to look at the scriptures and be reminded of what 
Jesus Christ accomplished for the believer. John 20:21 tells us 
Jesus’ first words after His resurrection, “Peace be with you; as 
the Father has sent Me, I also send you.” First, He tells us to have 
peace. Are you at peace? Peace in your family, job, home, or 
your own heart? Jesus says for us to be at peace. Remember He 
is the Prince of Peace. Maybe you need to have Him come into 
your heart so that you can have His peace. After that, you can do 
the second part of that verse – go and tell others of that peace. 
This would honor Him and His word greatly. 

John 20:31, makes it very clear that the Bible was “written that 
you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that 
believing you may have life in His name.” Do you believe (know 
with certainty and trust – not just think) that Jesus is the 
Messiah? Do you know that He suffered and died so that you do 
not have to? Have you received Him as your Lord and Savior? If 
so, you will have His peace in your life and eternal life with Him 
and Father God. If not, you will not have peace in your life 
regardless of all your attempts and efforts. 

Let us pray: “Father God, I am a sinner. Please forgive me. I ask 
Jesus to come into my heart and save me. Jesus be my Savior and 
my Lord. Thank you for coming in and giving me the free gift of 
eternal life. In Jesus’ name, I ask.”  Amen.  



Holy Saturday, April 15, 2017 

By: Kent Gilbert 

Read: John 21 

There is a scene in the movie Indiana Jones and the last Crusade 
that wonderfully illustrates Pisteuo, the Greek word for 
"believe". Indy comes to an abyss. There is no bridge, no 
discernible way across. He discovers that he has to trust, step into 
and put his full weight upon thin air before a bridge will appear. 
So it is with "Pisteuo" belief - putting your full weight upon 
Jesus. No hedging your bets, no holding back, no Plan B. All in. 
 
John concludes chapter 21, and his Gospel as well, with words 
that echo the final verse of the previous chapter, 20:31....."These 
events are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the 
Messiah, the son of God; and that by believing in him you will 
have life." John's objective in writing his account of Christ's life 
is that you and I will Pisteuo....put our full weight upon the One 
who mounted a cross to be for us Messiah; who came as the 
incarnate Son of God. When we will exhibit Pisteuo belief by 
standing with feet firmly planted in Him, we will receive and live 
out life in it's fullness. 
 
Let us pray: Jesus, treasure of Heaven, lamb of God, risen 
Messiah, provide us with Pisteuo belief. That we might trust you 
to be for us Savior and sovereign Lord.  It is to you that we pray. 
Amen. 

  

 

  



Easter Vigil  Sunday, April 16, 2017 

By: Robert Morris 
 

Read: Isaiah 53: 5, 1st Peter 2:24, 
1st Corinthians 1: 18 

He is Risen! 

He is Risen indeed! 

Millions of believers all over the world will be greeting each 
other with this amazing Easter greeting. Notice we don’t say ‘He 
was Risen’ because this is not something that just happened in 
the past. The greeting ‘He is Risen’ reminds us that our risen 
Lord is alive still and among us. 

The fact is that Easter is the most important historical event in 
human history. The resurrection proved that Jesus was who He 
said He was. It proves God has the last word over death and sin, 
and within Easter is a promise – of eternal life for all who will 
follow. Let this event steep within your very soul. From this day 
forward, let us live like Easter People. 

Let us pray: Mighty Savior, Your victory over death is my 
victory too - victory over sin, over selfishness, over fear and even 
death itself. May I live and die as one who goes forth to live 
eternally. Lord, make me an Easter Person, one that lives with 
hope and joy and love. In the name of the Lamb of God we pray, 
none other than Jesus the Christ. Amen. 

 

 


